
STAGES
Finding God Where You Are

AT A GLANCE:
Our talk series, STAGES: Finding God Where You Are, is about the 
various phases of life and how one may know and feel the 
Presence of God in each of those stages.

First Stage: The �rst 20 years of your life, and its purpose is to 
explore, to discover who you are—speci�cally, your calling, your 
values, and your identity. 

Second Stage: The next 20 years—from 20 to 40 years old—and 
its purpose is to expand your life.  In this stage, you develop your 
calling, your craft, and as always, your character.  You also enter 
into new territories.

Third Stage: The next 20 years—from  40 to 60 years old—which 
is the time to be exact. To zero in. To focus even more on your 
distinct mission and increase your impact in the world.  

Fourth Stage: This consists of the remaining years of your life, 
where you prepare your exit, pass on the baton, and possibly 
enter into new worlds. 

AFTER THE SERIES:
You will see God in what you’re doing. You will see God in the 
ordinary routine of your daily life.

STAGES

Talk 1: 
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Talk 2: 
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Talk 3: 
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Exit
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 2.2. Problems for Breakfast
If you want growth, Get used to trouble. The biggest growth 
spurts came from solving problems. Every problem is an invita-
tion to grow.

3. Allocate Your Resources
 Remind members: When you decide to grow, you’ll experience 
pushback. 90% of the battles around you are not yours to �ght.  
You need to know which battles to enter and which battles to 
avoid.  Why?  You need to allocate your resources—your time, 
attention, and energy—to the battles that God wants you to 
�ght.  

3.1. Protect yourself from abuse, but never take revenge.  
Because bitterness will destroy you. 
King Saul was an insecure fellow.  Instead of being thrilled that 
his subordinate David was better than him, he got threatened. 
Saul tried to kill David, but David protected himself. He didn’t 
retaliate.

3.2. Do not �ght God’s battles.  Don’t waste one ounce of your 
energy for these battles.  Or you will be distracted from doing 
what God wants you to do.  Let God do the �ghting for you.  
David didn’t do a thing. He said about Saul’s threat: May the Lord 
judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs 
you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you.   (1 Samuel 
24, selected verses, NIV)  God fought the battle for Day.  One day, 
while Saul was in a battle with the Philistines, the enemy 
surrounded him.  To avoid capture, Saul killed himself by falling 
on his own sword.

III. PRAY FOR EACH OTHER

Pray that every member may auto-upgrade attitude, heart, and 
spirit on auto-upgrade—constantly learning, constantly innovat-
ing, constantly upgrading character.

Pray that members will always remember to acclimate to crisis, 
to remember:
Your gold is your capacity to love as God loves.  Every success comes 
from struggles. Your most di�cult battles will be with the people 
closest to you. Get used to trouble. The biggest growth spurts came 
from solving problems. Every problem is an invitation to grow.
         
Pray that members will remember to allocate resources. That in
times when members experience pushback, they will remember:

Protect yourself from abuse, but never take revenge. 

Do not �ght God’s battles. Let God do the �ghting for you. If it’s a 
battle that you should �ght, remember that God �ghts your battles 
BESIDE you.  If it’s a battle that you should avoid, stand and watch 
because God �ghts your battles FOR you. But in both scenarios, 
remember: God �ghts your battles. And you shall have the 
victory.

 

Talk 1: “Expand”

WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT:

Talk 1 is about the �rst 20 years of your life, and its purpose is to 
explore, to discover who you are—speci�cally, your calling, your 
values, and your identity. The key message is God is right here, 
right now.
 
Talk 2 is about the second stage of your life— from 20 to 40 years 
old— where your goal is to expand what you already have.  Yes, 
pray for expansion. 
 
But here’s a warning: When you expand, you’ll meet pushback.  
You’ll face resistance. The key message: “God �ghts your battles.”

I. REVIEW THE KEY BIBLE VERSES: 
 
Review the Jabez prayer: Oh that you would bless me and enlarge 
my border… (1 Chronicles 4:10 ESV)
 
In 1 Chronicles, Jabez is a well-respected man (ancestor in the 
lineage of the kings' tribe of Judah) whose prayer to God for 
blessing was answered.
 
The name Jabez is Hebrew (yabetz = ץֵּבְעַי) for "distress or pain"; 
his mother stated "I gave birth to him in pain”.
(See details below on “Optional Notes.”)
 
Review the story of David. In the First Stage, he was a shepherd 
boy.  But in the Second Stage, he became a Warrior.  In the 
di�erent stages of your life, your roles may change, but your 
calling remains the same. 

After David won over Goliath and he became a commander, the 
Bible says, David led his men in battle and was successful in all he 
did, because the Lord was with him.  (1 Samuel 18:13-14 GNT)

The verse said, “David led…” not “David fought…”
 
Not all �ghters can lead an army.  When David fought Goliath, he 
was a �ghter, not a leader.  So if David wanted to expand, he had 
to do something he never did before.  He had to learn to be a 
leader.  Prior to this, David only led sheep.  Now, he was going to 
lead an army.

After they win, some people wane. Because instead of entering 
bigger battles, they build museums of past victories.  

Encourage members: enter into bigger battles.  God doesn’t call 
you to be a museum curator. He calls you to be a Kingdom 
builder.  

And why was David successful?  The verse we read explains why: 
because the Lord was with him.  (1 Samuel 18:14 GNT)

God �ghts your battles.

II. ASK FOR REACTIONS AND REFLECTIONS

Ask for sharing on the Three Crucial Tasks to Keep Expanding: 

1. Automate Your Upgrade
 Most of the apps on your phone are on auto-upgrade.  That 
means when the software company comes up with its latest 
version, it’s sent to you without you asking for it.

Ask: Is your mind on auto-upgrade?  Are your attitude, your 
heart, and your spirit on auto-upgrade?  Are you constantly 
learning?  Are you constantly downloading?  Are you constantly 
innovating?
 
1.1. Cannibalize Yourself—Or Others Will
When you stop upgrading, you become a dinosaur.
Deep Question: Every day, are you upgrading your character?

1.2 Grow Your Gold
Review the story of Jesus about a wealthy man who entrusted 
gold bags to his servants. One received 5 bags, the other 
received 2, and the last one received 1.  
   
Jesus said, The man who had received �ve bags of gold went at 
once and put his money to work and gained �ve bags more. 17 So 
also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the 
man who had received one bag went o�, dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master’s money. (Matthew 25:16-18 NIV)  
   
According to Jesus, the master praised the servants who multi-
plied their gold.
   
Remind members: Your gold is your capacity to love as God 
loves.
 
In the Second Stage of life, from 20 to 40, you need to keep 
expanding your craft, but more important than your craft, you need 
to expand your character. Think  Sel�essness.  Humility.  Compas-
sion.

Automate your upgrade.

2. Acclimate To Crisis
If you want to keep expanding, you need to acclimate yourself to 
crisis. 
 
2.1. Success Is Born Out of Struggles
Every success comes from struggles.  Your most di�cult battles 
will be with the people closest to you.  Because you’re vulnerable 
to them.
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