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AT A GLANCE
WELCOME to our brand-new series, TREASURES: Why Remain Catholic?  
TThis series is addressing Catholics.  If you’re not Catholic, you’re 
welcome to join us and feel free to listen and pick up what you can.  
But one thing is clear: The series does not aim to convert non-Catholics 
to become Catholic. Rather, the series aims to reconvert Catholics to 
love Jesus more.

AFTER THE SERIES
WWe should be able to know the beginnings of the Catholic Faith, 
understand and appreciate the Faith, and reconnect with the founder 
of the Church, our Lord Jesus.

Talk 1: History
Remain Connected

WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT:

The first talk of this amazing series focuses on History.

WWhy?  It was Cardinal John Henry Newman, an Anglican priest in the 
19th century who converted to the Catholic Church, became a 
Catholic priest, and later, a Cardinal, who said, “To be deep in history is 
to cease to be Protestant.”  

What did he mean?  Newman believed that if you’re going to study 
church history, especially early church history, you’ll realize that during 
those early years, the Church was already Catholic. 

I. RI. REVIEW THE KEY BIBLE  VERSE

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
 (Isaiah 43:18-19 GNT)

Peter’s old name was Simon.  Why did Jesus change his name?  

RReview why Simon’s name was changed to Peter: If you look at the 
Bible, you’ll notice that God changes someone’s name because He’s 
giving him a new mission.  Abram became Abraham, Judah became 
Israel, Saul became Paul, and Simon became Peter.  

Personal Reection and Group Sharing:
Did this message deepen your understanding of the 

Word and the Church?   In what way?
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Point out: God changed the name of Simon to Peter because 
Peter literally means Rock. Peter’s new mission was to be the Rock 
that the Church would be built Some non-Catholic friends ask,
 “How can Peter be the Rock of the Church?  In the original Greek, 
it says, ‘You are Petros and on this Petra, I will build my church.’  
Petros means small rock and Petra means big rock.  So Peter isn’t 
the the Rock.  Jesus is the Rock…”

 The Gospel of Matthew, however, was not written originally 
in Greek but in Aramaic.  In Aramaic, Jesus used the same word, 
Kepha.  He said, “You are Kepha and on this Kepha, I will build my 
church.”  Peter was the Rock where Jesus built the Church.

II. ASK FOR REACTIONS AND REFLECTIONS

Ask if they had misconceptions about the Catholic Faith. Ask which 
part of the talk enlightened them most.

Remind the members that the talk aims to reconvert Catholics to love 
Jesus more. 

AAsk if they have made an effort to share what they have learned about 
Church History—without offending those who are non-Catholics.

Ask for sharing about how they have developed a personal 
relationship with Jesus through The Feast.

III. PRAY FOR EACH OTHER

1.1.  Ask members a trial they are going through, especially about 
practising their Faith. Pray over each member, pray for healing or relief 
from his/her particular trial.

2. Pray  for those who need to understand and appreciate the 
Catholic faith. 

IIn the next meeting, remember to follow up members about their 
concerns, and ask if they have made an effort to start discussions of a 
taboo in the family.
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